
Tour to Warwickshire - Oct 30th - Nov 3rd 2019  

We have 73 people taking part in the visit to Warwickshire, made 
up of members from TMG and the Anglia Singers.  We have four 
concerts planned so far, in Coventry, Nuneaton and Warwick, and are planning 
what we hope will be an interesting itinerary of visits and social events. We have 
members who have a good knowledge of the Coventry area, and they are giving 
invaluable help in our planning deliberations.  You may remember that when we 
went to Worcestershire in 2017 we performed at Belmont Abbey. While we were 
there, the Benedictine Monastery was televised as part of a series looking at the 
monastic life. It appears that we’ve done it again with Warwickshire. 2019 marks 
George Eliot’s bicentenary. There has already been an Open Country (BBC Radio 
4) broadcast featuring places in Nuneaton with which she is associated, with more
programmes due for transmission while we are there, The George Eliot Fellowship
has extended hospitality to us, and we will be basing part of our visit to Nuneaton
around this.  Coventry itself has a lot of interesting places to see, and we may
discover the origins of the expression ‘to be sent to Coventry’.  We have already
discovered that Coventry Cathedral is one of the few cathedrals which is still free
to visit, as is the nearby Motor Museum.
There is still space on the coach for a tenor or two!

Maddy Rhodes 
Members News 
Congratulations to Michaela Bienikova-Ulph (soprano) who has been appointed to 
the staff of Ormiston Academy and will be responsible for Music. Another talented 
member of Trianon. 

Other News  
Making Music has just announced that Debbie Wiseman OBE, composer and 
conductor and one of the UK’s most successful music ambassadors, has been 
appointed as Making Music’s first female President. 

Trustees’ Strategic Goals 
At the last management meeting held in March, it was proposed that the 4 
following targets for the year would be adopted by the Group: 

Recruitment 
Diamond Jubilee 
Library Catalogue 
Rehearsal Venues 

To find out more about the workings of Group and support its activities, please 
come to the next AGM, to be held on: 

Friday 27 September 2019 at 7.30pm at St Mary at Stoke’s Church Hall, Stoke 
Street, Ipswich, IP2 8BX 
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Trianon 2020 Concert Dates 

Saturday 11 January 2020 – Corn Exchange 
Saturday 25 April 2020 – Corn Exchange, Guest Conductor 
Saturday 12 September 2020 – Corn Exchange 

Community Concerts 
Saturday 7 March 2020 – Waldringfield Village Hall 
Saturday 9 May 2020 – St Marys Church, Barking 

TRIANON 2019 CONCERT DATES 
The Jubilee Year 

Major concert: 
Saturday 14 September – Snape Maltings Concert Hall 
CELEBRATION!  60 Years of Music Making 
Conducted by Chris Green 
Featuring current and former members and Friends of Trianon 

Community concert: 
Saturday 16 November – Trinity Methodist Church, 
Felixstowe 



A brief note from your editor…. 
Well done to orchestra and choir for a really enjoyable concert last month.  There 
was some very positive feedback regarding the programming for this concert and 
what a pleasure it was to have Ronald Corp providing some instruction at the 
Saturday rehearsal.  You can see his response below.  I am sure September’s 
celebratory concert will not be one to be missed. 
Tracy Smith (TN Editor) Tel: 01473 611436 smith842@btinternet.com  
 

Dear Chris,  

Thank you for asking me to 

write something for Trianon - - 

I was delighted with your 

performance and so pleased to 

be with you yesterday. I was 

sorry to leave at half time and 

hope that the rest of the 

concert went well.  

Please thank Jon and 

everyone who made me feel so 

welcome - - and do pass on my 

congratulations to the choir 

and orchestra.  Best wishes Ron 

 
A letter of thanks from Michael Platt of Suffolk One, Teacher of Performing Arts…. 

Thank you so much for arranging the tickets for us to attend the concert on Saturday 
evening. It was such an impressive event and a real treat to hear old favourites and the 
new piece Jubilant Sounds. Congratulations to all on a wonderful evening….  
 
Musical Ambassadors 
 
The Musical Ambassadors’ scheme has been in place now for a number of years, 
over which time orchestra and choir members have taken part by representing 
Trianon Music Group.  They have distributed publicity material and recruitment 
information, and actively promoted interest in Trianon by ‘word of mouth’ 
encouraging others to come and join us. They have also played a vital role in 
meeting and greeting our VIP guests before our concerts.  Anyone who feels able 
to promote Trianon is invited to become a Musical Ambassador, particularly during 
our Diamond Jubilee Year. With the various events in September, there will also 
be much to do in terms of greeting and looking after our guests, including visiting 
singers If you think you could help, please contact Gill Williams for further 
information: e-mail gillianwillia@btconnect.com or phone or text 0783715497.   
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MY TRIANON UNSUNG HERO 
 

1. He is always thanking others – Management Committee, Music 
Committee, helpers, conductor, composers, soloists but who thanks him? 

2. He makes everything appear by magic – refreshment box, rostrum, 
conductor’s chair, keyboard, stand, stage lights, in the right place at the 
right time 

3. Whatever the weather – and it hasn’t been all that good lately – he cracks 
a joke 

Three cheers for our Chair, Simon Fisher! 
 
Do you have a Trianon Unsung Hero? Let us know. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  
 
Membership subscriptions are now due for 2019/20. 
The membership period is from 1st August 2019 to 31st July 2020.  The rates 
this year remain the same as last year, but are likely to be reviewed next year, 
as they have not gone up since 2015/16: 
Full rate     £21 
Concessionary rate    £15 
(for members in full time education or in receipt of state pension or qualifying 
benefits) 
Family rate     £35 
(for members of the same household) 
 
Cheques should be made payable to Trianon Music Group.  If you would like 
to pay directly into our bank account, our bank details are:  Barclays bank; sort 
code 20 22 67; account number 30086037.  Please let the choir or orchestra 
secretary know if you are paying in this way. 
 
GIFT AID 
 
If you are a UK taxpayer and you have not already completed a gift aid form, 

please consider doing so. Trianon can reclaim 25p tax on every £1 of 
subscription paid. For a £21 subscription this means reclaiming £5.25 in gift 
aid, and for a £15 subscription it is £3.75. We can also backdate this for 4 
years. 
Please contact the treasurer, Carole Cowgill, at treasurer@tmg.org.uk for a 
gift aid form, to find out if you have already completed a form, or for more 
information. 
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 A Musical Hug - Sun 3rd March 2019 St Andrew’s Church, Rushmere 

This was a concert organised by Ipswich Arts Association and held in memory of 
our dear friend Be Bird. It brought together soloists and singers from the music 
groups Be was very much involved with: St Andrew’s Church Choir, Birkbeck 
Singers and Trianon.  The concert opened with an organ solo by Alan Loader, 
followed by some beautifully sung anthems from the Church Choir, including For 
the Beauty of the Earth by John Rutter and The Lord is my Shepherd by Howard 
Goodall. The Birkbeck Singers gave a lively and joyful performance of a selection 
of songs, including the Skye Boat Song and The Glory of Love by Billy Hill. The 
first half concluded with a rousing rendition of Take my Life and Let it Be, sung by 
the combined choirs. 
After the interval, there was a selection of songs from Trianon Singers, including 
Light a Candle by Marta Keen and the spirited arrangement Swingin’ with the 
Saints by Mark Hayes.  The combined choirs gathered to sing Believe, a song 
written by the son of one of the Birkbeck members, conducted by their director, 
Chandra Grover, and then Chris conducted the choirs singing Just One Person, 
with soloists from each group. 
Choir items were interspersed with soloists: Brenda Green (sop) accompanied by 
John Barrett; Julie Roberts (sop) accompanied by Steve Browne; and Steve on 
violin, playing Chanson de Nuit. There was a piano medley entitled Be’s 
Favourites played by Ben Groom and Janet Dann read a monologue and a poem, 
The Page-Turner’s Dilemma! 
Following the Benediction from the Rev Sue Foster, the roof was almost raised 
with singing For All the Saints, bringing to a close a very moving, but joyful 
occasion. There were many poignant moments; the music chosen and performed 
truly reflected Be’s great love for music and her strong faith, and the number of 
people in the church was a testament to how much she was loved and missed by 
us all.  A retiring collection in aid of Multiple Sclerosis, a charity of which Be was a 
great supporter, amounted to £1,050.  Gill Williams 

Community Concert Saturday 23 February - All Saints Church, Bury   
Very favourable comments were received back from those who attended the 
concert in Bury although ticket sales were disappointing. £334 was raised for St 
Leonard's Church, Horringer. 

Trianon Bursary 
If you planning to start full-time college or university education starting later this 
year, or will you be attending a summer school or any other course of musical 
education and you played four times or more in a Trianon Concert, (Community 
Concerts included) in the last two years and a paid-up member of Trianon, you 
may be eligible.  Please contact Simon Fisher, tel:  07904 256696 
simon.i.fisher@btinternet.com for futher information. The closing date for 
applications is July 31st.  

Choir  
Thank you so much Chris for another great and enjoyable 
concert.  I feel we gave good performances of all the works but 
outstanding in that respect was the piece commissioned from 
Ronald Corp. It is a great pity that audience numbers did not quite reflect the high 
level of performance and effort which conductor, orchestra and choir had 
achieved.  
A huge thank you to David Christie for Saturday evening but also for all his help 
during rehearsals. In addition, thank yous must go to Bev for her continued work 
as librarian, to Jon for the superb concert management and behind scenes staff, to 
those basses who kindly helped us come up to strength and to those ladies who at 
every rehearsal make sure that the chairs are out and in position.   
Looking ahead, we are still short of at least two basses and the tenor section has 
been further depleted by the resignation of Peter Norton through ill health. We 
wish him well and thank him for his years with TMG especially those in which he 
served as librarian.  
We all need to make everyone aware that we welcome both male and female 
tenors because that section is now becoming critical. Everyone PLEASE spread 
the word. It is up to all of us to try and recruit.  
Subs for 2019-2020 become due in July so please pay either by bacs (but let me 
know) or at first rehearsals.  
For September I would like to emphasise two points. The first is we have 
additional singers from both previous members and Anglia Singers taking part and 
in order to clarify numbers etc I need commitment slips returned asap please (by 
post, email or text). The second is that it is vital to attend the dress rehearsal on 
the Saturday morning. Dress rehearsals are so important because of possible 
changes in seating arrangements etc…..Also ALTOS, because Bev is so busy as 
librarian, Gillian Williams has taken over as section leader  
(gillianwillia@btconnect.com).  Finally, warm congratulations to Alan and Margaret 
Wilcox who celebrate their diamond anniversary in June!  

Orchestra 
I suppose we all come away from a concert with it having made some 
impression on us, beyond simply how well it went, even if it can be hard 
to get at the core of what that is. What really touched me this time was 
how everybody in every corner of the orchestra really pulled their weight 
- and more. There were quite a few mountains to climb, but they all got
conquered, whether by the menagerie of delicate and not so delicate
creatures of Peter’s world, or by the delicate and not so delicate dancers of other
worlds. The result was plenty of zing all round.
It’s absolutely great to see Mary again in violas and to have Tom join the violins.
Next time is Snape for what is lining up to be a grand celebration, and we owe it to
ourselves to pull the stops out for this one. Do let me know, particularly of string
players, who you think should be sharing in the fun.

John Barratt 

Nigel Walker 3 
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With this group I sang at Britten's funeral, and with Aldeburgh Festival Singers and 
Chorus, I sang at his 60th birthday in Norwich Cathedral, at the opening of Snape 
Maltings, and at the re-opening of Snape after the disastrous fire. Around the mid 
90's, I joined Trianon through our friends Jean and Brian Annis and later became a 
member of the Music Committee, becoming Chairman in 1999. I remained in that 
role until 2004 when our present Chairman Simon Fisher took over. I wish to 
record my thanks to two excellent people while I was Chairman, namely Clare 
Kelly as Vice Chair and Pauline Smith as Secretary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Friends of Trianon 
I get the feeling that there is an impetus building towards the September Jubilee 
weekend and this was reflected in the number of Friends who came to the April 
concert.  Some had travelled a considerable distance and it was lovely to meet up 
with them at the pre-concert reception. Lots of former members have been in 
touch having been contacted through word of mouth or by reading publicity and 
via social media posts. Thank you to everyone who’s helped with the campaign to 
date but keep spreading the word!  Becoming a Friend when you can no longer 
take part in concerts is a great way to keep up to date with Trianon, and gives you 
the chance to continue to perform with the group as other commitments allow. To 
join up, contact me as below.  We recently welcomed Joan and Diane Rich as 
members of the Friends of Trianon. Their subscriptions to the Friends was given to 
mark Joan’s 100th birthday.  So in a double first for TMG, we gained our first 
centenarian, and for the first time were used as an imaginative birthday present.  
Now there’s an idea for the person who has everything!  How many other life 
events could we mark? Life membership for a new addition to the family?  
Anybody fancy contacting Windsor Castle? Just a gentle reminder – subs are due 
in July. Details of how to renew can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.  
 Maddy Rhodes maddyrhodes@btinternet.com     
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Upcoming Events 2019 
WEA – Suffolk Day Friday 21 June 2019, 3pm 
Talk:  Suffolk in Music, Tutor: Chris Green  Fee £5   Course ref: C2226306 
Co-op Education Centre, Ipswich To book: Tel 0300 303 3464 or on-line 
at www.wea.org.uk or just turn up on the day. 
Sat 22 June, 10am-12.30pm 

Talk:  The Ever-Turning Wheel of Fortune – Carl Orff and Carmina Burana by 
Chris Green at the Ipswich Institute, 15 Tavern Street, Ipswich IP1 3AA Tel:   
01473 253992 £5.00 including refreshments. Tickets from the Ipswich Institute.  
Sun 7 July – Ipswich Music Day, Classical Stage 2-4 pm, Trianon will be 

participating. ***Volunteers are needed to steward the Classical Stages – help 
make it another memorable event!  For further information, please phone Ivan 
Gilson on 01473 658387***. 
Sat & Sun 17/18 August – Ipswich Maritime Festival at the Ipswich Waterfront.  

Free event.  Trianon to take part. 
Fri 27 Sept, 7.30pm Trianon’s AGM, St Mary at Stokes Church Hall, Ipswich 

 

A Milestone in Music....  
 
Alongside the interesting news 
that Katherine Jenkins is coming to 
East Anglia, the May issue of the 
Suffolk and Norfolk Life magazine has 
an article all about Professor 
Christopher Green; his early 
experiences of music and instruments, 
the formation of Trianon and his 
involvement with the music group over 
the past sixty years. Many of you will 
know all about this already....or think 
you do, but for those, like me, who 
have joined the group in more recent 
years, I found it a fascinating insight 
into Professor Green’s involvement 
and personal contribution to a wide 
range of musical activities and 
innovations while pursuing a very 
challenging career and having time for 
his wife and family. So, if you can pick 
up an issue, it is well worth reading 
and reflecting while you watch the 
waving baton. A further article is due 
to be published late summer this time 
about the activities of the Trianon 
Music Group over the past sixty years.  
Suffolk and Norfolk Life  
May 2019 pages 98-99 

Sally Marchant 

The next concert promises to be an 
all-singing, all-dancing affair!  Yes, 
there will be dancing!  Singers from 
different choirs are joining us, 
including children from St Albans 
School, Ipswich and past members.  
It’s going to be fabulous! We have 
visitors from around the globe making 
their way to sunny Suffolk (we hope it 
will be!) to spend time with us during 
the celebratory weekend.  It really is a 
time to celebrate and congratulate 
Chris for his achievement. Let’s make 
it one to remember and have a 
packed auditorium at Snape. 
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Profile – Alan Wilcox (former Chairman, choir) 
I was born in Norwich in August 1935, the youngest 
of three sons.  At the age of 8, I auditioned for the 
Norwich Cathedral Choir, was accepted, and joined 
the Cathedral Choir School. This was a very small 
school with two classes, a Head teacher Canon Parr 
in charge of one and an assistant, Miss Bagge-Scott 
the other.  The day began with a rehearsal at 9 am, 
and since Miss Bagge-Scott did not arrive until 10.30 
am we were able to play football in what was then 
called The Long Gallery until she arrived. Not 
surprisingly, the school was eventually deemed educationally unsatisfactory, and 
at the age of twelve I transferred to the King Edward VI Grammar School, where I 
remained until I reached sixteen, whilst remaining in the Cathedral Choir until my 
voice broke.  
 
I left school and decided to train as a Chartered Accountant and joined a small 
local firm on a princely salary of 50p (ten shillings) per week. My title was Articled 
Clerk and I became a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 1956 at 
the age of 21 when accountancy was still considered respectable. In 1957 I joined 
Vickers Ltd which was then a huge conglomerate, with 180,000 world-wide 
employees. I then joined Hoover, where I stayed until my attention was drawn to a 
job in the poultry industry in Suffolk, at Haughley Park. Margaret and I were 
married in June 1959, and we had decided not to remain in London. I applied for, 
and was accepted as assistant to the Chairman. The company packed eggs, 5000 
cases per week, bought from farmers across East Anglia and produced egg 
products, egg in liquid form, which it sold to large bakeries, such as United 
Biscuits.  The company had pioneered pasteurisation of egg in conjunction with 
Reading University, making delivery in liquid form possible using a number of road 
tankers, the largest could carry the contents of 400,000 eggs. Eventually, the 
company withdrew from those activities to concentrate on table poultry in a newly 
built processing plant. 
Through its egg products business, the company had a long relationship with 
Marks and Spencer, and one of the first products introduced into the new plant 
was roast chicken. In 1988 my predecessor as Managing Director of the company 
died suddenly, and I was asked to take over the role, for which I felt singularly 
unprepared. I took over in the middle of the worst year the company had 
experienced, and with the help and support of some very good people, I was 
proud to retire in the middle of the best year the company had ever experienced. 
So where does music fit in? We returned to Suffolk in 1961, and in 1962 Margaret 
and I joined Bury Bach Choir. There was a small group which rehearsed in Bury St 
Edmunds and sang as a part of the Aldeburgh Festival choir and I joined this. Our 
first son Ian was born in February 1963, so I left Bury Bach and joined Suffolk 
Singers under Merlin Channon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trianon is delighted and honoured to have 
a work composed for us by Carl Davis. 
Carl's life and work is admirably featured in 
Carl Davis: Maestro, a book written by 
Wendy Thompson and published by Faber 
and Faber. In the book, Carl provides a 
fascinating commentary on his working 
practices as a composer and as a 
conductor - he does not like conducting 
with other conductors in the audience (I 
know the feeling!), and also there is a 
commentary about the different projects in 
which he has been involved such as scores 
for Pride and Prejudice, The World at War, 
Goodnight Mr Tom, Cranford, and the 
sequence of silent films. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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Celebration! 60 Years of Music Making 

Saturday 14th September 7.30 pm 

Snape Maltings Concert Hall 

 
National Anthem (arr Britten) 

Carl Davis:  Birthday – Jubilee Fanfares  

(world première)  
Vaughan Williams:  Serenade to Music  

Matthew Curtis:  A Diamond Overture (world première) 

Puccini:  Turandot (finale including Nessun Dorma) 

Carl Orff:  Carmina Burana   
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RECRUITMENT   

A report of the survey (thank you for filling these in) and posters will be 
available at the first rehearsal.  NB:-   
WE ALL NEED TO WORK HARD TO ASK NEW PEOPLE. 
WE PARTICULARLY NEED male and female lower parts in the choir. 
WE MUST TRY OUR BEST to keep newcomers by making them feel wanted 
all subsequent rehearsals. Anything is possible: John Barratt recruited a Bass 
while on holiday in Amsterdam!    Margaret Nicholls 
  

 

You say Carmina and I say Burana, 
I say Burana and you say Carmina; 
Carmina, Burana: Burana Carmina, 
Let’s Carl the whole thing Orff.              
[Courtesy of Victoria Coren Mitchell] 

 



DIAMOND JUBILEE EVENTS 2019 
 
 
THURSDAY 12th SEPTEMBER: Talk and book launch 1.00 – 1.50pm  

Chris Green will present his book ‘The Trianon Enigma’ and tell the tale of his and 
Trianon's musical journey, over of the last six decades.  The book will be available 
for sale on the day. The talk, followed by book signing is at Museum Street 
Methodist Church, 17 Black Horse Lane, Ipswich, IP1 2EF (back entrance with car 
park) 01473 254781 Admission free with a retiring collection. Tea and coffee 
served from 12.30pm. 
 
As part of the Jubilee celebrations, a number of former members as well as friends 
from our link music groups, including L’Espérance and Crescendo, will be coming 
to Ipswich for the weekend of 11-15 September.  We have been able to arrange 2 
receptions to welcome them back. 
 
Reception 1  
Following Chris’ talk, there is a visit to Ipswich Town Hall hosted by the Mayor at 
3pm. 

.  
FRIDAY 13th SEPTEMBER: Ipswich Walk: 10.30am – 12 noon 
A walk around Ipswich led by John Field, who is a Blue Badge Guide, and 

Chris Green.  The walk will begin at the University of Suffolk building on the 

Ipswich waterfront, and will last for 90 minutes. There will be a coffee break. 

This is a free event, but anyone wishing to take part must book a place for health 

& safety reasons.  There will be time for lunch between the walk finishing and the 

afternoon boat trip.  Numbers are limited so email  

Janet Dann j.dann458@btinternet.com by July 1st to reserve a place. 
 
Boat trip – 2pm – 4.30pm 
The cruise on the Orwell Lady at Ipswich Wet Dock is filling up fast!  Hurry 
and book your places while there’s still time.  Price: £13 
 

Reception 2 - 6.30pm for 7pm   

By kind permission of Associated British Ports, sponsoring the September concert, 

we are able to hold this evening reception in The Old Custom’s House on the 

Waterfront. It is a beautiful venue. 

 

NB:  Both receptions are by invitation only, as space is limited 

 

To enable all members whether orchestra, choir or Friends to have an equal 

chance to attend, a ballot will be held for those who would like to come to either 

event.  Names will be entered individually, but we cannot accept names of non-

members for these two events as space is very tight!  

To have your name entered into the ballot please email Janet Dann by July 1st. 

You may of course enter the ballot for both – just let Janet know. 
 
SATURDAY 14th SEPTEMBER:  Celebration Concert 7.30 pm 
 
SUNDAY 15th SEPTEMBER: The Party “Trianon at 60” 12 – 4pm  

The Anniversary celebration with buffet lunch is at Henley Community 
Centre, Church Meadows, Henley IP6 0RP.  Buffet lunch and welcome 
drink is included.  £10 per person.  If you haven’t yet booked, don’t leave it 
too late!  Family and friends are all invited.  If you need more information 
or a booking form, contact: j.dann458@btinternet.com  
 
SATURDAY 16th NOVEMBER:  Victorian Evening 7.30 pm   

As part of our Jubilee celebrations, an evening of music from the Victorian 
era will be taking place at Trinity Methodist Church in Felixstowe.   The 
programme will showcase music from across the 19th century, from high art 
to Music Hall.  More information to follow. 
 
Buy-a-Bar Scheme 
 
We are now halfway through Trianon Music Group’s Diamond Anniversary, and 
have enjoyed three of five newly commissioned pieces: Stephen Hogger’s super 
new arrangement of hit songs from the Wizard of Oz and Andrew Burke’s brilliant 
weaving of Academy Award winning music, A Crust of Diamonds, and Ron Corp’s 
beautiful setting of Walt Whitman’s words in Jubilant Song!  Our final two world 
premières are still to come: Carl Davis’ Jubilee Fanfares and A Diamond Overture 
by Matthew Curtis.  We are still seeking donations to our crowd-funding venture.  
Single bars cost £5 each, and can be bought in as many multiples as you like.  If 
you would like to make a donation, there are three ways to do so. 
You can pay by BACS (Sort code 20-22-67, Account number 30086037, Trianon 
Music Group, Ref ‘buy-a-bar’), at rehearsals, or by cheque made payable to 
Trianon Music Group sent to: Buy-A-Bar Treasurer, Trianon Music Group, 
4, Penny Meadow, Ipswich IP9 2UU.  The names of those contributing will appear 
on our roll of donors, unless anonymity is preferred.  Many thanks for your 
support.   Cath Bury - Chair, Trianon Music Committee 
 
A lovely letter was received from the Chairman of our friends, the Anglia Singers 
who have kindly donate £60 to the Buy-a-Bar scheme….   
 
“On behalf of Anglia Singers, I enclose a cheque of £60 towards the Buy a Bar appeal.  We are 
delighted to be able to make this contribution to acknowledge the 60 th birthday of Trianon and of this 
to be a mark of the close bond between our two choirs. We are always most grateful for the support 
of your members and also happy to support you when able.  This year will be a great year and we 
will be privileged that some of us will be able to join you at Snape for the big event”.   
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event.  Names will be entered individually, but we cannot accept names of non-

members for these two events as space is very tight!  

To have your name entered into the ballot please email Janet Dann by July 1st. 

You may of course enter the ballot for both – just let Janet know. 
 
SATURDAY 14th SEPTEMBER:  Celebration Concert 7.30 pm 
 
SUNDAY 15th SEPTEMBER: The Party “Trianon at 60” 12 – 4pm  

The Anniversary celebration with buffet lunch is at Henley Community 
Centre, Church Meadows, Henley IP6 0RP.  Buffet lunch and welcome 
drink is included.  £10 per person.  If you haven’t yet booked, don’t leave it 
too late!  Family and friends are all invited.  If you need more information 
or a booking form, contact: j.dann458@btinternet.com  
 
SATURDAY 16th NOVEMBER:  Victorian Evening 7.30 pm   

As part of our Jubilee celebrations, an evening of music from the Victorian 
era will be taking place at Trinity Methodist Church in Felixstowe.   The 
programme will showcase music from across the 19th century, from high art 
to Music Hall.  More information to follow. 
 
Buy-a-Bar Scheme 
 
We are now halfway through Trianon Music Group’s Diamond Anniversary, and 
have enjoyed three of five newly commissioned pieces: Stephen Hogger’s super 
new arrangement of hit songs from the Wizard of Oz and Andrew Burke’s brilliant 
weaving of Academy Award winning music, A Crust of Diamonds, and Ron Corp’s 
beautiful setting of Walt Whitman’s words in Jubilant Song!  Our final two world 
premières are still to come: Carl Davis’ Jubilee Fanfares and A Diamond Overture 
by Matthew Curtis.  We are still seeking donations to our crowd-funding venture.  
Single bars cost £5 each, and can be bought in as many multiples as you like.  If 
you would like to make a donation, there are three ways to do so. 
You can pay by BACS (Sort code 20-22-67, Account number 30086037, Trianon 
Music Group, Ref ‘buy-a-bar’), at rehearsals, or by cheque made payable to 
Trianon Music Group sent to: Buy-A-Bar Treasurer, Trianon Music Group, 
4, Penny Meadow, Ipswich IP9 2UU.  The names of those contributing will appear 
on our roll of donors, unless anonymity is preferred.  Many thanks for your 
support.   Cath Bury - Chair, Trianon Music Committee 
 
A lovely letter was received from the Chairman of our friends, the Anglia Singers 
who have kindly donate £60 to the Buy-a-Bar scheme….   
 
“On behalf of Anglia Singers, I enclose a cheque of £60 towards the Buy a Bar appeal.  We are 
delighted to be able to make this contribution to acknowledge the 60 th birthday of Trianon and of this 
to be a mark of the close bond between our two choirs. We are always most grateful for the support 
of your members and also happy to support you when able.  This year will be a great year and we 
will be privileged that some of us will be able to join you at Snape for the big event”.   
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Profile – Alan Wilcox (former Chairman, choir) 
I was born in Norwich in August 1935, the youngest 
of three sons.  At the age of 8, I auditioned for the 
Norwich Cathedral Choir, was accepted, and joined 
the Cathedral Choir School. This was a very small 
school with two classes, a Head teacher Canon Parr 
in charge of one and an assistant, Miss Bagge-Scott 
the other.  The day began with a rehearsal at 9 am, 
and since Miss Bagge-Scott did not arrive until 10.30 
am we were able to play football in what was then 
called The Long Gallery until she arrived. Not 
surprisingly, the school was eventually deemed educationally unsatisfactory, and 
at the age of twelve I transferred to the King Edward VI Grammar School, where I 
remained until I reached sixteen, whilst remaining in the Cathedral Choir until my 
voice broke.  
 
I left school and decided to train as a Chartered Accountant and joined a small 
local firm on a princely salary of 50p (ten shillings) per week. My title was Articled 
Clerk and I became a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 1956 at 
the age of 21 when accountancy was still considered respectable. In 1957 I joined 
Vickers Ltd which was then a huge conglomerate, with 180,000 world-wide 
employees. I then joined Hoover, where I stayed until my attention was drawn to a 
job in the poultry industry in Suffolk, at Haughley Park. Margaret and I were 
married in June 1959, and we had decided not to remain in London. I applied for, 
and was accepted as assistant to the Chairman. The company packed eggs, 5000 
cases per week, bought from farmers across East Anglia and produced egg 
products, egg in liquid form, which it sold to large bakeries, such as United 
Biscuits.  The company had pioneered pasteurisation of egg in conjunction with 
Reading University, making delivery in liquid form possible using a number of road 
tankers, the largest could carry the contents of 400,000 eggs. Eventually, the 
company withdrew from those activities to concentrate on table poultry in a newly 
built processing plant. 
Through its egg products business, the company had a long relationship with 
Marks and Spencer, and one of the first products introduced into the new plant 
was roast chicken. In 1988 my predecessor as Managing Director of the company 
died suddenly, and I was asked to take over the role, for which I felt singularly 
unprepared. I took over in the middle of the worst year the company had 
experienced, and with the help and support of some very good people, I was 
proud to retire in the middle of the best year the company had ever experienced. 
So where does music fit in? We returned to Suffolk in 1961, and in 1962 Margaret 
and I joined Bury Bach Choir. There was a small group which rehearsed in Bury St 
Edmunds and sang as a part of the Aldeburgh Festival choir and I joined this. Our 
first son Ian was born in February 1963, so I left Bury Bach and joined Suffolk 
Singers under Merlin Channon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trianon is delighted and honoured to have 
a work composed for us by Carl Davis. 
Carl's life and work is admirably featured in 
Carl Davis: Maestro, a book written by 
Wendy Thompson and published by Faber 
and Faber. In the book, Carl provides a 
fascinating commentary on his working 
practices as a composer and as a 
conductor - he does not like conducting 
with other conductors in the audience (I 
know the feeling!), and also there is a 
commentary about the different projects in 
which he has been involved such as scores 
for Pride and Prejudice, The World at War, 
Goodnight Mr Tom, Cranford, and the 
sequence of silent films. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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Celebration! 60 Years of Music Making 

Saturday 14th September 7.30 pm 

Snape Maltings Concert Hall 

 
National Anthem (arr Britten) 

Carl Davis:  Birthday – Jubilee Fanfares  

(world première)  
Vaughan Williams:  Serenade to Music  

Matthew Curtis:  A Diamond Overture (world première) 

Puccini:  Turandot (finale including Nessun Dorma) 

Carl Orff:  Carmina Burana   
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RECRUITMENT   

A report of the survey (thank you for filling these in) and posters will be 
available at the first rehearsal.  NB:-   
WE ALL NEED TO WORK HARD TO ASK NEW PEOPLE. 
WE PARTICULARLY NEED male and female lower parts in the choir. 
WE MUST TRY OUR BEST to keep newcomers by making them feel wanted 
all subsequent rehearsals. Anything is possible: John Barratt recruited a Bass 
while on holiday in Amsterdam!    Margaret Nicholls 
  

 

You say Carmina and I say Burana, 
I say Burana and you say Carmina; 
Carmina, Burana: Burana Carmina, 
Let’s Carl the whole thing Orff.              
[Courtesy of Victoria Coren Mitchell] 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With this group I sang at Britten's funeral, and with Aldeburgh Festival Singers and 
Chorus, I sang at his 60th birthday in Norwich Cathedral, at the opening of Snape 
Maltings, and at the re-opening of Snape after the disastrous fire. Around the mid 
90's, I joined Trianon through our friends Jean and Brian Annis and later became a 
member of the Music Committee, becoming Chairman in 1999. I remained in that 
role until 2004 when our present Chairman Simon Fisher took over. I wish to 
record my thanks to two excellent people while I was Chairman, namely Clare 
Kelly as Vice Chair and Pauline Smith as Secretary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Friends of Trianon 
I get the feeling that there is an impetus building towards the September Jubilee 
weekend and this was reflected in the number of Friends who came to the April 
concert.  Some had travelled a considerable distance and it was lovely to meet up 
with them at the pre-concert reception. Lots of former members have been in 
touch having been contacted through word of mouth or by reading publicity and 
via social media posts. Thank you to everyone who’s helped with the campaign to 
date but keep spreading the word!  Becoming a Friend when you can no longer 
take part in concerts is a great way to keep up to date with Trianon, and gives you 
the chance to continue to perform with the group as other commitments allow. To 
join up, contact me as below.  We recently welcomed Joan and Diane Rich as 
members of the Friends of Trianon. Their subscriptions to the Friends was given to 
mark Joan’s 100th birthday.  So in a double first for TMG, we gained our first 
centenarian, and for the first time were used as an imaginative birthday present.  
Now there’s an idea for the person who has everything!  How many other life 
events could we mark? Life membership for a new addition to the family?  
Anybody fancy contacting Windsor Castle? Just a gentle reminder – subs are due 
in July. Details of how to renew can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.  
 Maddy Rhodes maddyrhodes@btinternet.com     
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Upcoming Events 2019 
WEA – Suffolk Day Friday 21 June 2019, 3pm 
Talk:  Suffolk in Music, Tutor: Chris Green  Fee £5   Course ref: C2226306 
Co-op Education Centre, Ipswich To book: Tel 0300 303 3464 or on-line 
at www.wea.org.uk or just turn up on the day. 
Sat 22 June, 10am-12.30pm 

Talk:  The Ever-Turning Wheel of Fortune – Carl Orff and Carmina Burana by 
Chris Green at the Ipswich Institute, 15 Tavern Street, Ipswich IP1 3AA Tel:   
01473 253992 £5.00 including refreshments. Tickets from the Ipswich Institute.  
Sun 7 July – Ipswich Music Day, Classical Stage 2-4 pm, Trianon will be 

participating. ***Volunteers are needed to steward the Classical Stages – help 
make it another memorable event!  For further information, please phone Ivan 
Gilson on 01473 658387***. 
Sat & Sun 17/18 August – Ipswich Maritime Festival at the Ipswich Waterfront.  

Free event.  Trianon to take part. 
Fri 27 Sept, 7.30pm Trianon’s AGM, St Mary at Stokes Church Hall, Ipswich 

 

A Milestone in Music....  
 
Alongside the interesting news 
that Katherine Jenkins is coming to 
East Anglia, the May issue of the 
Suffolk and Norfolk Life magazine has 
an article all about Professor 
Christopher Green; his early 
experiences of music and instruments, 
the formation of Trianon and his 
involvement with the music group over 
the past sixty years. Many of you will 
know all about this already....or think 
you do, but for those, like me, who 
have joined the group in more recent 
years, I found it a fascinating insight 
into Professor Green’s involvement 
and personal contribution to a wide 
range of musical activities and 
innovations while pursuing a very 
challenging career and having time for 
his wife and family. So, if you can pick 
up an issue, it is well worth reading 
and reflecting while you watch the 
waving baton. A further article is due 
to be published late summer this time 
about the activities of the Trianon 
Music Group over the past sixty years.  
Suffolk and Norfolk Life  
May 2019 pages 98-99 

Sally Marchant 

The next concert promises to be an 
all-singing, all-dancing affair!  Yes, 
there will be dancing!  Singers from 
different choirs are joining us, 
including children from St Albans 
School, Ipswich and past members.  
It’s going to be fabulous! We have 
visitors from around the globe making 
their way to sunny Suffolk (we hope it 
will be!) to spend time with us during 
the celebratory weekend.  It really is a 
time to celebrate and congratulate 
Chris for his achievement. Let’s make 
it one to remember and have a 
packed auditorium at Snape. 
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 A Musical Hug - Sun 3rd March 2019 St Andrew’s Church, Rushmere 
 
This was a concert organised by Ipswich Arts Association and held in memory of 
our dear friend Be Bird. It brought together soloists and singers from the music 
groups Be was very much involved with: St Andrew’s Church Choir, Birkbeck 
Singers and Trianon.  The concert opened with an organ solo by Alan Loader, 
followed by some beautifully sung anthems from the Church Choir, including For 
the Beauty of the Earth by John Rutter and The Lord is my Shepherd by Howard 
Goodall. The Birkbeck Singers gave a lively and joyful performance of a selection 
of songs, including the Skye Boat Song and The Glory of Love by Billy Hill. The 
first half concluded with a rousing rendition of Take my Life and Let it Be, sung by 
the combined choirs. 
After the interval, there was a selection of songs from Trianon Singers, including 
Light a Candle by Marta Keen and the spirited arrangement Swingin’ with the 
Saints by Mark Hayes.  The combined choirs gathered to sing Believe, a song 
written by the son of one of the Birkbeck members, conducted by their director, 
Chandra Grover, and then Chris conducted the choirs singing Just One Person, 
with soloists from each group. 
Choir items were interspersed with soloists: Brenda Green (sop) accompanied by 
John Barrett; Julie Roberts (sop) accompanied by Steve Browne; and Steve on 
violin, playing Chanson de Nuit. There was a piano medley entitled Be’s 
Favourites played by Ben Groom and Janet Dann read a monologue and a poem, 
The Page-Turner’s Dilemma! 
Following the Benediction from the Rev Sue Foster, the roof was almost raised 
with singing For All the Saints, bringing to a close a very moving, but joyful 
occasion. There were many poignant moments; the music chosen and performed 
truly reflected Be’s great love for music and her strong faith, and the number of 
people in the church was a testament to how much she was loved and missed by 
us all.  A retiring collection in aid of Multiple Sclerosis, a charity of which Be was a 
great supporter, amounted to £1,050.  Gill Williams 
 
Community Concert Saturday 23 February - All Saints Church, Bury   
Very favourable comments were received back from those who attended the 
concert in Bury although ticket sales were disappointing. £334 was raised for St 
Leonard's Church, Horringer. 
         
Trianon Bursary 
If you planning to start full-time college or university education starting later this 
year, or will you be attending a summer school or any other course of musical 
education and you played four times or more in a Trianon Concert, (Community 
Concerts included) in the last two years and a paid-up member of Trianon, you 
may be eligible.  Please contact Simon Fisher, tel:  07904 256696 
simon.i.fisher@btinternet.com for futher information. The closing date for 
applications is July 31st.  

Choir  
Thank you so much Chris for another great and enjoyable 
concert.  I feel we gave good performances of all the works but 
outstanding in that respect was the piece commissioned from 
Ronald Corp. It is a great pity that audience numbers did not quite reflect the high 
level of performance and effort which conductor, orchestra and choir had 
achieved.  
A huge thank you to David Christie for Saturday evening but also for all his help 
during rehearsals. In addition, thank yous must go to Bev for her continued work 
as librarian, to Jon for the superb concert management and behind scenes staff, to 
those basses who kindly helped us come up to strength and to those ladies who at 
every rehearsal make sure that the chairs are out and in position.   
Looking ahead, we are still short of at least two basses and the tenor section has 
been further depleted by the resignation of Peter Norton through ill health. We 
wish him well and thank him for his years with TMG especially those in which he 
served as librarian.  
We all need to make everyone aware that we welcome both male and female 
tenors because that section is now becoming critical. Everyone PLEASE spread 
the word. It is up to all of us to try and recruit.  
Subs for 2019-2020 become due in July so please pay either by bacs (but let me 
know) or at first rehearsals.  
For September I would like to emphasise two points. The first is we have 
additional singers from both previous members and Anglia Singers taking part and 
in order to clarify numbers etc I need commitment slips returned asap please (by 
post, email or text). The second is that it is vital to attend the dress rehearsal on 
the Saturday morning. Dress rehearsals are so important because of possible 
changes in seating arrangements etc…..Also ALTOS, because Bev is so busy as 
librarian, Gillian Williams has taken over as section leader  
(gillianwillia@btconnect.com).  Finally, warm congratulations to Alan and Margaret 
Wilcox who celebrate their diamond anniversary in June!  
 
Orchestra 
I suppose we all come away from a concert with it having made some 
impression on us, beyond simply how well it went, even if it can be hard 
to get at the core of what that is. What really touched me this time was 
how everybody in every corner of the orchestra really pulled their weight 
- and more. There were quite a few mountains to climb, but they all got 
conquered, whether by the menagerie of delicate and not so delicate 
creatures of Peter’s world, or by the delicate and not so delicate dancers of other 
worlds. The result was plenty of zing all round. 
It’s absolutely great to see Mary again in violas and to have Tom join the violins. 
Next time is Snape for what is lining up to be a grand celebration, and we owe it to 
ourselves to pull the stops out for this one. Do let me know, particularly of string 
players, who you think should be sharing in the fun. 
 

John Barratt 
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A brief note from your editor…. 
Well done to orchestra and choir for a really enjoyable concert last month.  There 
was some very positive feedback regarding the programming for this concert and 
what a pleasure it was to have Ronald Corp providing some instruction at the 
Saturday rehearsal.  You can see his response below.  I am sure September’s 
celebratory concert will not be one to be missed. 
Tracy Smith (TN Editor) Tel: 01473 611436 smith842@btinternet.com  
 

Dear Chris,  

Thank you for asking me to 

write something for Trianon - - 

I was delighted with your 

performance and so pleased to 

be with you yesterday. I was 

sorry to leave at half time and 

hope that the rest of the 

concert went well.  

Please thank Jon and 

everyone who made me feel so 

welcome - - and do pass on my 

congratulations to the choir 

and orchestra.  Best wishes Ron 

 
A letter of thanks from Michael Platt of Suffolk One, Teacher of Performing Arts…. 

Thank you so much for arranging the tickets for us to attend the concert on Saturday 
evening. It was such an impressive event and a real treat to hear old favourites and the 
new piece Jubilant Sounds. Congratulations to all on a wonderful evening….  
 
Musical Ambassadors 
 
The Musical Ambassadors’ scheme has been in place now for a number of years, 
over which time orchestra and choir members have taken part by representing 
Trianon Music Group.  They have distributed publicity material and recruitment 
information, and actively promoted interest in Trianon by ‘word of mouth’ 
encouraging others to come and join us. They have also played a vital role in 
meeting and greeting our VIP guests before our concerts.  Anyone who feels able 
to promote Trianon is invited to become a Musical Ambassador, particularly during 
our Diamond Jubilee Year. With the various events in September, there will also 
be much to do in terms of greeting and looking after our guests, including visiting 
singers If you think you could help, please contact Gill Williams for further 
information: e-mail gillianwillia@btconnect.com or phone or text 0783715497.   
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MY TRIANON UNSUNG HERO 
 

1. He is always thanking others – Management Committee, Music 
Committee, helpers, conductor, composers, soloists but who thanks him? 

2. He makes everything appear by magic – refreshment box, rostrum, 
conductor’s chair, keyboard, stand, stage lights, in the right place at the 
right time 

3. Whatever the weather – and it hasn’t been all that good lately – he cracks 
a joke 

Three cheers for our Chair, Simon Fisher! 
 
Do you have a Trianon Unsung Hero? Let us know. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS  
 
Membership subscriptions are now due for 2019/20. 
The membership period is from 1st August 2019 to 31st July 2020.  The rates 
this year remain the same as last year, but are likely to be reviewed next year, 
as they have not gone up since 2015/16: 
Full rate     £21 
Concessionary rate    £15 
(for members in full time education or in receipt of state pension or qualifying 
benefits) 
Family rate     £35 
(for members of the same household) 
 
Cheques should be made payable to Trianon Music Group.  If you would like 
to pay directly into our bank account, our bank details are:  Barclays bank; sort 
code 20 22 67; account number 30086037.  Please let the choir or orchestra 
secretary know if you are paying in this way. 
 
GIFT AID 
 
If you are a UK taxpayer and you have not already completed a gift aid form, 

please consider doing so. Trianon can reclaim 25p tax on every £1 of 
subscription paid. For a £21 subscription this means reclaiming £5.25 in gift 
aid, and for a £15 subscription it is £3.75. We can also backdate this for 4 
years. 
Please contact the treasurer, Carole Cowgill, at treasurer@tmg.org.uk for a 
gift aid form, to find out if you have already completed a form, or for more 
information. 
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Tour to Warwickshire - Oct 30th - Nov 3rd 2019  

We have 73 people taking part in the visit to Warwickshire, made 
up of members from TMG and the Anglia Singers.  We have four 
concerts planned so far, in Coventry, Nuneaton and Warwick, and are planning 
what we hope will be an interesting itinerary of visits and social events. We have 
members who have a good knowledge of the Coventry area, and they are giving 
invaluable help in our planning deliberations.  You may remember that when we 
went to Worcestershire in 2017 we performed at Belmont Abbey. While we were 
there, the Benedictine Monastery was televised as part of a series looking at the 
monastic life. It appears that we’ve done it again with Warwickshire. 2019 marks 
George Eliot’s bicentenary. There has already been an Open Country (BBC Radio 
4) broadcast featuring places in Nuneaton with which she is associated, with more
programmes due for transmission while we are there, The George Eliot Fellowship
has extended hospitality to us, and we will be basing part of our visit to Nuneaton
around this.  Coventry itself has a lot of interesting places to see, and we may
discover the origins of the expression ‘to be sent to Coventry’.  We have already
discovered that Coventry Cathedral is one of the few cathedrals which is still free
to visit, as is the nearby Motor Museum.
There is still space on the coach for a tenor or two!

Maddy Rhodes 
Members News 
Congratulations to Michaela Bienikova-Ulph (soprano) who has been appointed to 
the staff of Ormiston Academy and will be responsible for Music. Another talented 
member of Trianon. 

Other News  
Making Music has just announced that Debbie Wiseman OBE, composer and 
conductor and one of the UK’s most successful music ambassadors, has been 
appointed as Making Music’s first female President. 

Trustees’ Strategic Goals 
At the last management meeting held in March, it was proposed that the 4 
following targets for the year would be adopted by the Group: 

Recruitment 
Diamond Jubilee 
Library Catalogue 
Rehearsal Venues 

To find out more about the workings of Group and support its activities, please 
come to the next AGM, to be held on: 

Friday 27 September 2019 at 7.30pm at St Mary at Stoke’s Church Hall, Stoke 
Street, Ipswich, IP2 8BX 
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Trianon 2020 Concert Dates 

Saturday 11 January 2020 – Corn Exchange 
Saturday 25 April 2020 – Corn Exchange, Guest Conductor 
Saturday 12 September 2020 – Corn Exchange 

Community Concerts 
Saturday 7 March 2020 – Waldringfield Village Hall 
Saturday 9 May 2020 – St Marys Church, Barking 

TRIANON 2019 CONCERT DATES 
The Jubilee Year 

Major concert: 
Saturday 14 September – Snape Maltings Concert Hall 
CELEBRATION!  60 Years of Music Making 
Conducted by Chris Green 
Featuring current and former members and Friends of Trianon 

Community concert: 
Saturday 16 November – Trinity Methodist Church, 
Felixstowe 
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