Members News
Trianon members are busy people with often more than one string to their bow.
Here is Rob Spivey, principal horn player in the orchestra performing a different
role…..
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TRIANON 2020 CONCERT DATES.t
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Main Concerts
o
r
Saturday 25 April 2020 – Ipswich Corn Exchange,
g
.
Conductor: Adrian Brown
u
Saturday 12 September 2020 – Trianon Ipswichk

Prom
Ipswich Corn Exchange

Community Concerts
Saturday 7 March 2020 – Waldringfield Village Hall
Saturday 2 May 2020 – St Marys Church, Barking

CONCERT DATES 2021

Saturday 17 October 2020 – St Andrew’s Church,
Rushmere

Saturday 9th January – Corn Exchange, Ipswich
Saturday 17th April – Corn Exchange, Ipswich
Conductor: Steve Rumsey
Saturday 18th September – Snape Maltings Concert Hall

Saturday 14 November 2020 – St Andrew’s Church,
Felixstowe
All concerts at 7.30pm
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A brief note from your editor….
A great January concert to start off the new decade! Thanks to Fred Ixer for
taking photos this time around, do have a look at the website for the pictures. The
busking in the hall prior to the concert was well received and the proceeds for the
organ fund for the Corn Exchange raised £378.43!
Tracy Smith (TN Editor) Tel: 01473 611436 smith842@btinternet.com
REVIEW: ALL ABOARD WITH TRIANON! – Stuart Reid
Ipswich Corn Exchange, 11th January 2020
Now that’s what I call a train journey – going around the British Isles and Europe
plus hitching a ride along the way on Harry Potter’s Hogwarts Express all without
the palaver of having to buy a multitude of separate tickets once you get beyond
Manningtree. Not only that, but also sitting (not standing) on proper trains with
steam rushing past open-windowed carriages letting in the sounds of Hebridean
waves and Gaelic folksongs en route to meeting Hercule Poirot on his Orient
Express, before trundling alongside Vienna’s Opera House with its patrons
clapping to the sound of Strauss family masterpieces, then heading back home to
London’s Dickensian underworld where your pocket could be picked by Fagin and
his gang.
Some journey that, pre-Beeching 1960s days, when trains traversed the
countryside, waiters brought your tea in cups with saucers, ham and egg
sandwiches had their crusts cut off, and there were no mobile phones telling the
whole compartment that things are running late. Is that a nostalgic image
romantically recalled through the rosy tint of time? Probably yes, but this concert
did evoke a memory of when travel was fun. Top marks then to the programme
committee for putting together a rendition cleverly packaged around the “all
aboard” theme where both orchestra and choir gave a splendidly performed
selection of tunes and songs extracted from venues along the route.
As always with the January concert it was full on with something for everyone. It
had medleys from popular films and musicals to some songs less well-known but
nonetheless good to hear. Sitting in the balcony it came across as well-balanced
and clear in diction, so a definite “signals up” for a most enjoyable fun-filled
musical journey.
Orchestra
The part for the second violins in the Copenhagen Damp Polka was
almost an optical illusion - three pages of continuous quavers. But
the magic is that, when assembled with all the other parts of the
'train', I found it great fun. I've had great feedback about all of the
concert and I think we can be rightly 'chuffed' with ourselves.
Enough train jokes. I was really pleased that we featured and collected for the
Corn Exchange organ, with Stephen Hogger playing it and giving an interesting
talk.
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The following is a letter of thanks received from Tracy Sharp of Music in Our
Bones, reflecting on both this event and the grand total of £2,543 raised over the
course of the year:
What a marvellous evening, chock full of musical delights from the spine tingling,
to gentle lyrical numbers, to the overtly humorous (and what a great comic end to
the evening by the way!). Congratulations and a profound thank you to you all
from all of us at Music In Our Bones. In the end, there were 25 of us there which
is just great on a drizzly November evening, and as you said, no-one could tear
themselves away. All clearly loved the variety of the evening, its tremendous light
and shade, an evening which as always was compèred with such eloquence,
intelligence and humour. Thank you to everyone involved for making it such a
celebratory evening, one we'll all remember fondly.
And on to the financial success of the evening! Amazingly we made £135 on the
raffle, £61 from donations for refreshments, and £65 from our pre-ticket
sales. Added to ticket sales on the night, a wonderful total of £638 was raised.
This sails us easily over our £2000 target to a total of £2543, all raised thanks to
you all since our first community concert in 2018.
This is a huge sum of money we're honoured to receive. It will either run a whole
project for a year, or ensure that we're able to keep projects going until bids are
successful. It'll also allow us to offer more outreach sessions in the year ahead
(mainly for people living with dementia who we feel especially benefit from the
chance to fully find themselves again in song). In increasingly challenging times,
this funding is invaluable. It's been a joy to meet you all and for this musical
connection to have been such a success. We hope that you will be able to pass
this on to Chris and to all Trianon members, as you have all offered us such
generous support over the year. It's been a precious partnership to us.
We wish you every best wish as you sail into your next decade together!
Musical Ambassadors
Our Musical Ambassadors do a great job in welcoming and chatting with our VIP
guests before our major concerts. Another aspect of the role is to spread the word
about Trianon amongst friends and colleagues, either in the work place, at school
or college, or at other clubs and societies. As we are looking to recruit new
members to both the choir and orchestra, we need more Musical Ambassadors to
join our current team.
If you are interested in taking on this role, please do get in touch with Gill Williams
for more information. E-mail: gillianwilliams20@btinternet.com or phone
07837154947.
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Other Dates for your Diaries
Ipswich Arts Association General Meeting - Thursday 14 May 2020
– venue to be confirmed.
Ipswich Music Day – Sunday 5 July 2020. Trianon will be performing and have 2
slots confirmed. More details to follow.

A Victorian Musical Evening
in collaboration with Music in Our Bones
Saturday 16 November 2019 at Trinity Methodist Church,
Felixstowe
This was the final event in our year of fundraising for local charity Music in Our
Bones as part of our Diamond Jubilee celebrations, and also celebrated 200 years
since the birth of Queen Victoria. Various members of the choir and orchestra,
resplendent in Victorian costume came together to produce a varied programme of
solo, duet and ensemble pieces, which were introduced with readings by Janet
Dann, producing something of the feel of an evening of musical entertainment held
during Victorian times.
The Singing Leaders from Music In Our Bones and a number of their members, in
hats and feather boas enthusiastically led a Victorian Music Hall medley
singalong, and the evening was brought to a close by Maddy Rhodes leading the
audience in a rousing rendition of ‘My Old Man Said Follow the Van’, complete
with bird cage! Many thanks go to Janet for co-ordinating the programme and
leading the evening.
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Somehow it makes the whole occasion more exciting even just having the console
on display. We'll be using it again in the next concert, which I'm anticipating will be
really beautiful. Please get the rehearsal dates in your diaries - it's only fair on
ourselves and on Adrian who will be travelling up from London.
Nigel Walker
Choir
Well there were no derailments, signal faults or even points failure on
the 11th. Even “I’m a train” went without too much of a hitch so well
done choir! I have had many positive responses and comments...”the
choir can be really proud of their performance”…”one of the best concerts Trianon
has produced”….”a stupendous concert thank you”… “we had a thrilling evening”.
A huge thank you to Chris and also to Janet who so cleverly pulled all the threads
together with such wit and humour. I would also like to thank Bev for her work as
librarian which was a mammoth task with all those different pieces, to David for all
his help and advice during the rehearsals and to those basses who so kindly
helped us out because of unforeseen illness.
We warmly welcome new members Susan Gostling, Chandra Grover, Linda
Moore and Jenny Richmond-Hardy (sops) Angela Cook (alto), Annie Owen (tenor)
and David Coutts (bass) and hope that they will enjoy singing with us.
Illness this time has made us very vulnerable in the tenor and bass sections and I
urge you all please to try and recruit in these voices.
April beckons and so PLEASE return your commitment slips either by post or e
mail by the due date or alternatively phone or text me 07876 787029. This does
save me so much time (and energy!!) Thank you.
John Barratt

RECRUIT - REJOIN - REJOICE
Recruit – well done for those of you who recruited people for the
last performance.
We need to do more for the Easter and September.
Rejoin – well done for those of you who persuaded people to
come back to us for the last performance.
We need to do more for the Easter and September.
Rejoice – we are pleased to have a FEW more to join us.
However, we need to do more for the Easter and September.
The train keeps moving but like our recruitment – SLOWLY
We need the EXPRESS version please!!!
Margaret Nicholls
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We welcome back Adrian Brown to conduct our Spring concert! Don’t miss it.

Saturday 25th April 7.30 pm
Corn Exchange, Ipswich
Guest Conductor: Adrian Brown
Julie Roberts (soprano), Tim Gillott (baritone)

Overture Fidelio: Beethoven National Anthem (arr
Britten)
Great is the Lord: Elgar
March from Caractacus: Elgar
A German Requiem: Brahms

Please come and support Trianon’s next Community Concert in aid of FIND
(Families in Need), details below.

Trianon Community Concert
An Evening of Light Music
Performed by Trianon Music Group, Strings and Singers
Saturday 7 March 2020 at 7.30 pm
Waldringfield Village Hall, School Road, Waldringfield IP12 4QP
Tickets: £10
Box Office: wvht.tickets@btinternet.com 01473 736060

Bernstein’s 100th has passed as has Trianon’s Diamond Jubilee and the 100th
anniversary of the birth of Malcolm Arnold, Trianon’s former President falls in
2021, but this year belongs to the Boy from Bonn. Born in 1770, the media and
music journals will be filled with retrospectives of the composer who did so much
to change the face of “Classical” music, ushering in the Romantic style of
composition and creating a new kind of “political” agenda for music.
Trianon will be making a small contribution to the celebrations with a potpourri of
Beethoven’s music in an arrangement by David Ruddock, and that will be
performed at the two spring Community Concerts by the strings and voices. Then
on 25 April, the concert starts with the overture to Fidelio, his only opera and first
performed in 1805 with two subsequent revisions.
The April concert also features two works by Sir Edward Elgar, a composer close
to the heart of Guest Conductor, Adrian Brown who has been awarded the Elgar
Medal, and the concert is completed with Brahms’ A German Requiem, performed
in English but retaining the original title (albeit in English translation), even though
it has been labelled An English Requiem in decades past.
A tip for singers, if you have your own copy, then be prepared because the version
being sued in a recent one by Michael Pilkington and experience has shown that
whilst all the notes are there - and in the right order – the words and phrasing can
be very different.
As a footnote, I hope to be giving a short series of lectures at the Ipswich Institute
in the summer 2020 on The Boy from Bonn, exploring not only his compositions,
but also his philosophical and political views and how Beethoven coped with
disability. These will be open to the public so watch the Trianon website for details.
Chris Green
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Navigating the Musical Page
Saturday 16 May 2020 at St Mary at Stoke Church Hall,
Stoke Street, Ipswich IP2 8BX 10am to 1pm
Organised by Trianon in partnership with the Birkbeck Singers and the Ipswich
Gilbert & Sullivan Society, this workshop will ‘go back to basics’ and is particularly
for singers who need to gain confidence in reading and understanding a vocal
score. Places will initially be allocated to members of these three groups on a first
come, first served basis.
Please visit www.tmg.org.uk for further details and an application form.

Other Concerts 2020
The Anglia Singers next concert is on Sunday 15 March at 4.30pm when the
Singers (joined by some members of Trianon) will be performing Rossini's
Petite Messe Solennelle. Chris Green will be conducting, Roy Everett is playing
one of the pianos and Julie Roberts is amongst the quartet of soloists.
The Waveney Sinfonia7 will be performing Matthew Curtis’ ‘Divertimento
Concertante’ for clarinet and small orchestra at their concert on 9 May at Trinity
Methodist Church, Lowestoft. The concert will be conducted by Adrian Brown.
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And so it came to pass that three intrepid Trianon members (one being a very new
Friend who was wondering what on earth he had let himself in for) arrived at the
concert venue on the Saturday evening. Two of us hoped fervently that the
busking idea had been forgotten – a vain hope when we saw that a corner of the
hall had been set up with a ceremonial archway labelled BUSKING, together with
microphone and spotlights. As for Anna, seasoned Trianon trouper that she is,
she was really up for it so what could we do? The interval came, we were
announced ….and the rest, as they say, is (Trianon) history. (And we have the
video to prove it!)
It certainly was a memorable evening: the warm and appreciative welcome from
all the Crescendo members, the way they encouraged our busking and our sense
of achievement for it, our singing with them on stage in the joint number that
ended the show, the after-party, with requests for Anna’s Christmas cake recipe,
demonstration of what crackers are for and trying to explain (in French) the jokes.

Friends of Trianon

Later, from Sylvain, chair of Crescendo, came this message to all Trianon
members:

Many of our members will have enjoyed the company of Trianon’s Dutch partner
choir, L’Esperance. After 137 years of signing, the choir gave its final concert in
November 2019 and has ceased functioning. Trianon sent greetings to the current
membership and remain in contact with Lenie van der Wal, its long-serving
Secretary.

I would like to thank you and thank our Trianon friends for your heart-warming
cards and presents. We missed you. We really appreciated our 3 Trianon friends
who not only managed to come but were also loaded with presents.
They did a special Christmas busking which was very much appreciated. I loved it.
I hope that this bond of friendship will last forever and that we may see each other
again soon.
Give our love from us all in Crescendo to all in Trianon....
We three were very conscious of our responsibility in representing and upholding
the traditions of the Trianon family but we think we did ok!
Margaret and Denis Baldry and Anna Andrews

The April concert is being sponsored by The Friends of Trianon. We would
therefore like to invite all the Friends to enjoy hospitality at the pre-concert
Reception in the Mayor’s Suite at the Corn Exchange at 18:45.
RSVP maddyrhodes@btinternet.com or by phone 01394 448549 by March 31st
please.
Subscriptions
Thank you to all the Friends who have renewed their subscriptions for August
2019 – July 2020. If you haven’t yet done so, please can you renew soon – before
next year’s becomes due? Email me if you are not sure – it’s easy to think
‘I must do that’ and promptly forget!
Maddy Rhodes
News Bites

Trianon’s crowd-funding through “Buy-a-Bar” has reached three quarters of the
total set to meet the cost of commissions in 2019. If you would like to make a
donation, you can pay by BACS at rehearsals, or by cheque made payable to
Trianon Music Group sent to: Buy-A-Bar Treasurer, Trianon Music Group, 4,
Penny Meadow, Ipswich IP9 2UU. You can help still in buying books or CDs from
the stall at Spring rehearsals, which will help to achieve the £750 that is still left.
Haven’t got your copy of The Trianon Enigma yet? No problem. You can order it
from Dominique Nightingale, 39 Quilter Road, Felixstowe, IP11
7JL, dominique.nightingale@btinternet.com 01394286928
Cheque or BACS to Trianon Music Group (sort code: 202267, Acc No. 30086037)
for £10+ £2.50 P&P. The book will also be on sale during Spring rehearsals.
Ipswich Unitarian Meeting House Restoration Project
Trianon wrote an email of support for our Restoration Project to save and repair
the Grade 1 listed Unitarian Meeting House in Ipswich. The good news is that
work on the building is going to start in mid-February. It has attracted support from
Historic England to the tune of up to £421,000, £10,000 from Suffolk Historic
Churches Trust, £5,000 from the Gregson Trust and from the project’s own efforts
£20,000 has been raised. There are still a few grant applications in the pipeline.
There are plans to add access to the building for people with a disability and a
toilet.
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WARWICKSHIRE 2019
Three towns visited – Nuneaton,
Warwick and Coventry, Martyn
Shakespeare country! Martyn
added another string to his bow as
a great tour guide.
Three concerts given, featuring the
tour choir, wind and cello
ensembles and solos and organ
solos.
The Collegiate Church of St Mary in
Warwick was a lunchtime event,
part of a series of lunchtime
concerts hosted by the church. The Musical Director at the church was very
complimentary, and said that he would be adding some of our pieces to his choir’s
repertoire. The retiring collection made £67 for the church, while the gift shop
probably made considerably more as it was patronised by several of our
members.
The concert in Nuneaton Methodist church raised £340 for the local hospice.
For the Saturday evening concert in Coventry Earlsdon Methodist Church, we
were joined by local singers from the Fillongley Singers and Chapelfields choir and
our contact with these came through our former member and September soloist
Pat Garnham. We raised £330 for The Trussel Trust.

Sunday – relaxation and time to go
home.
After the rigours of the three concert
days, and after thanking the
organising group and singing Happy
Birthday dear Christopher, some of us
relaxed with a sightseeing morning in
Leamington Spa and enjoyed a
morning of sunshine, coffee, cake
and retail therapy. Others explored
the historic village of Allesley where
our hotel was situated, while morning
service in Coventry cathedral was a
further option.
Once again we were amazed by the extra-curricular talents displayed by tour
participants. Not only do they play instruments and sing (some do both) but they
can act as tour guides, plan and produce meals for 70+ people in venues they’ve
never visited before, extract money from audiences, supply and answer devilish
quiz questions, know all about Rugby World Cup tournaments (we didn’t expect
England to be playing in the final when we selected our tour dates) turn up in the
right place at the right time and remain adaptable and cheerful at all times!
As ever, we had many complimentary remarks about the whole Tour from those
who came with us, with the usual ‘Where and when next?’ question.
Crescendo 20th Anniversary

Two care home visits were planned. Sadly, one forgot we were coming, but the
other proved a very rewarding experience for all the participants.
One coach load of characters in search of an author. Our visit coincided with the
bicentennial celebrations of the birth in Nuneaton of George Eliot, and we were
fortunate in being able to contact the George Eliot Society, and in particular John
Burton who gave us a wonderful conducted tour
of the sites associated with the author, and a
slide show presentation of her life.
Coventry Cathedral
We arrived before the doors opened, but
unfortunately not before the heavens opened.
However, our very kind, and it proved highly
enthusiastic, Scottish guide saw us waiting and
persuaded the powers that be to let us in, so the
great West Door within the wonderful glass
etched angel window was opened early and we
had plenty of time to admire the spacious interior
while warming up. Maddy got to sit on the
Queen’s chair which she can report was
comfortable, and certainly helped one’s posture!

You may remember that Maddy wrote in the last newsletter about the invitation
from our partner choir in Arras to join them in December for their birthday concert.
“Be prepared for a colourful show of chansons françaises and a memorable afterconcert party,” she wrote, as well as indicating that there would be (new to the
French) busking. Well, it was all of that – but little did three of us who signed up
for it realise what we were letting ourselves in for!
The plan was that about ten of us would travel by Eurostar and my husband and I
would take our car through the Tunnel so that we could visit relatives en route.
We rehearsed Christmas carols and prepared Santa hats, antlers and other festive
gear for the busking, bought five boxes of Christmas crackers for the party and
Anna made and iced a Christmas cake. Dom suggested that these would all be
examples of typical British merry Christmas fun.
Mais quelle surprise! Strike action in France meant that, with just three days’
notice, the Eurostar train was cancelled! What to do now? We have cake, we
have crackers …… But the Shuttle was still running, Denis and I were still up for
going and, although for most people the changed arrangements were too difficult
to surmount, Anna decided to come with us.
7

6

7

